
SPaG | Using Commas to Separate Items in a List 

 

 

Commas to the Rescue 

I can use commas instead of ‘and’ when writing a list. 

Save your readers by rewriting boring breathless lists and replacing ‘and’s with commas. 
Don’t forget to leave the last ‘and’ so the sentence still makes sense. 

 

 
1 

For my holiday I will need a towel and shorts and a hat and goggles. 

 

 
2 

Under the sofa I found an apple and twenty pence and a ticket and a brush. 

 

 
3 

At the zoo were lions and bears and zebras and tigers and snakes. 

 

 
4 

Winter is cold and dark and wet and long and miserable. 

 

 
5 

The bike was new and red and shiny and fast. 

 

 
6 

Fruit is healthy and sweet and colourful and tasty. 

 

 
7 

Her children were called Robbie and Deena and David and Simon and Tim. 

 

 
8 

The shop sold fish and chips. 
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Commas to the Rescue 

I can use commas instead of ‘and’ when writing a list. 

Save your readers by rewriting boring breathless lists and replacing ‘and’s with commas. 
Don’t forget to leave the last ‘and’ so the sentence still makes sense. 

 

 
1 

For my holiday, in my suitcase I will pack a towel and two pairs of shorts and 
three t-shirts and a pair of goggles. 

 

 
2 

Under the sofa I found an apple core and a twenty pence piece and a used bus 
ticket and a forgotten hairbrush. 

 

 
3 

At the zoo were yellow lions and brown bears and striped zebras and long snakes 
and fierce tigers. 

 

 
4 

Winter can be cold and dark and wet and long and a little bit miserable. 

 

 
5 

The bike was new and red and shiny and fast. It had a bell and a basket and a 
light. 

 

 
6 

Fruit is healthy and sweet and colourful. It comes from countries like Spain, India 
and Thailand. 

 

 
7 

At break he played football and catch and hide and seek and dodgeball. 

 

 
8 

The shop sold perfect fish and fantastic chips. 
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Commas to the Rescue 

I can use commas instead of ‘and’ when writing a list. 

Save your readers by rewriting boring breathless lists and replacing ‘and’s with commas. 
Don’t forget to leave the last ‘and’ so the sentence still makes sense. 

 

 
1 

For my holiday I will need: a beach towel and several pairs of shorts and some 
sunglasses. 

 

 
2 

Down the back of the sofa I found an apple core and a felt-tip pen and a headless 
doll and a pound coin. 

 

 
3 

At the zoo we saw white polar bears and impressive lions and stripy tigers and 
cheeky monkeys. 

 

 
4 

Winter is cold and dark and wet, but people enjoy Christmas and warm fires and 
hot chocolate. 

 

 
5 

The bike was new and red and shiny and fast. It had a light which was bright and 
clear. 

 

 
6 

Fruit comes from all over the world but apples and pears and strawberries are also 
grown in the UK. 

 

 
7 

My favourite things to eat are pick and mix sweets and bread and butter and cheese 
and onion crisps. 

 

 
8 

I like playing football and hide and seek. 

 



SPaG | Lesson Name | Answers 

 

 

 
1 

For my holiday I will need a towel and shorts and a hat and goggles. 

For my holiday I will need: a towel, shorts, a hat and goggles. 

 
2 

Under the sofa I found an apple and twenty pence and a ticket and a brush. 

Under the sofa I found an apple, twenty pence, a ticket and a brush. 

 
3 

At the zoo were lions and bears and zebras and tigers and snakes. 

At the zoo were lions, bears, zebras, tigers and snakes. 

 
4 

Winter is cold and dark and wet and long and miserable. 

Winter is cold, dark, wet, long and miserable. 

 
5 

The bike was new and red and shiny and fast. 

The bike was new, red, shiny and fast. 

 
6 

Fruit is healthy and sweet and colourful and tasty. 

Fruit is healthy, sweet, colourful and tasty. 

 
7 

Her children were called Robbie and Deena and David and Simon and Tim. 

Her children were called Robbie, Deena, David, Simon and Tim. 

 
8 

The shop sold fish and chips. 

The shop sold fish and chips. 

Commas to the Rescue Answers 
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Commas to the Rescue Answers 

 

1 

For my holiday, in my suitcase I will pack a towel and two pairs of shorts and 
three t-shirts and a pair of goggles. 

For my holiday, in my suitcase I will pack a towel, two pairs of shorts, three t-
shirts and a pair of goggles. 

 
2 

Under the sofa I found an apple core and a twenty pence piece and a used bus 
ticket and a forgotten hairbrush. 

Under the sofa I found an apple core, a twenty pence piece, a used bus ticket and 
a forgotten hairbrush. 

 

3 

At the zoo were yellow lions and brown bears and striped zebras and long snakes 
and fierce tigers. 

At the zoo were yellow lions, brown bears, striped zebras, long snakes and fierce 
tigers. 

 
4 

Winter can be cold and dark and wet and long and a little bit miserable. 

Winter can be cold, dark, wet, long and a little miserable. 

 
5 

The bike was new and red and shiny and fast. It had a bell and a basket and a 
light. 

The bike was new, red, shiny and fast. It had a bell, a basket and a light. 

 
6 

Fruit is healthy and sweet and colourful. It comes from countries like Spain, India 
and Thailand. 

Fruit is healthy, sweet and colourful. It comes from countries like Spain, India 
and Thailand. 

 
7 

At break he played football and catch and hide and seek and dodgeball. 

At break he played football, catch, hide and seek and dodgeball. 

 
8 

The shop sold perfect fish and fantastic chips. 

The shop sold perfect fish and fantastic chips. 
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Commas to the Rescue Answers 

 

1 

For my holiday I will need: a beach towel and several pairs of shorts and some 
sunglasses. 

For my holiday I will need: a beach towel, several pairs of shorts and some 
sunglasses. 

 

2 

Down the back of the sofa I found an apple core and a felt-tip pen and a headless 
doll and a pound coin. 

Down the back of the sofa I found an apple core, a felt-tip pen, a headless doll 
and a pound coin. 

 

3 

At the zoo we saw white polar bears and impressive lions and stripy tigers and 
cheeky monkeys. 

At the zoo we saw white polar bears, impressive lions, stripy tigers and cheeky 
monkeys. 

 

4 

Winter is cold and dark and wet, but people enjoy Christmas and warm fires and 
hot chocolate. 

Winter is cold, dark and wet, but people enjoy Christmas, warm fires and hot 
chocolate. 

 
5 

The bike was new and red and shiny and fast. It had a light which was bright and 
clear. 

The bike was new, red, shiny and fast. It had a light which was bright and clear. 

 

6 

Fruit comes from all over the world but apples and pears and strawberries are also 
grown in the UK. 

Fruit comes from all over the world but apples, pears and strawberries are also 
grown in the UK. 

 

7 

My favourite things to eat are pick and mix sweets and bread and butter and cheese 
and onion crisps. 

My favourite things to eat are pick and mix sweets, bread and butter and cheese 
and onion crisps. 

 
8 

I like playing football and hide and seek. 

I like playing football and hide and seek. 

 


