Parental Controls

As a parent or carer it can be difficult to monitor what your child is up to online. Most parents and carers trust their children online, but it can be easy for a child to stumble across things that might upset or disturb them.

Filtering and moderation packages are a good way to stop the majority of inappropriate and harmful content coming into your home. They are a tool to help you set and change online boundaries in line with your child’s development. 

However, parental controls will never make the internet 100% ‘safe’. They should not be used as a substitute for communicating safety messages to your child. Make sure that you talk to your child about their behaviour online and remember, your home is not the only place they will be accessing the Internet!

There are some great packages out there, some are free and some come at a cost. Make sure you get one that suits your family’s needs and budget. To get you started, here are a couple of tools that might help:
K9 Web Protection

K9 Web Protection is a free Internet filter and parental control software package. We use this at Alnwick South First School on our iPads (with the Safari browser disabled) and have found it to be very effective.
Features:

· Block web sites in more than 70 categories.
· Force SafeSearch on all major search engines.

· Set time restrictions to block web access during designated times.

· Override a web page block with password.

· View reports to monitor and control web activity.

· Real-time categorization of new adult and malicious sites.

http://www1.k9webprotection.com/
CyberSentinel Internet Monitoring Software

As part of Northumberland County Council's integrated approach to developing schools as e-safe communities, Alnwick South First School are able to offer parents and carers use of CyberSentinel free for 12 months. You can use it for up to 5 PCs/laptops.
Features:

· Blocks inappropriate internet sites.
· Informs you if your child attempts to access inappropriate material on the web. 
· Automatic monitoring of instant messaging, chat rooms, email etc. for key words and phrases that may indicate a cause for concern.
· Automatic emails let you know if there's a potential problem.
· Screen captures show you the context of your child’s online activity, so you can decide if you need to intervene or help.
· Restrict the time your children spend online.
· Disable chat, messaging, games and other applications at certain times.
· Choose visible (recommended) or invisible monitoring modes.
· Define your own watch words and family acceptable use policy. 
· Ease the rules as your child gets older, wiser and safer online.
http://www.cybersentinel.co.uk/shop/index.aspx
If you are interested in this 12 month trial, please see Mr Johnson for a voucher code.
OpenDNS Parental Control Solutions
Although this product needs to be paid for, it offers protection for every device in your home that shares your Internet connection. In addition to computers, this includes your child’s Playstation, Wii, DS, Xbox and tablet.

http://www.opendns.com/home-solutions/parental-controls
Further Information About Parental Controls

There is more information on applying parental controls, including parental control packages supplied by major Internet Service Providers, on the ThinkUKnow website:

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Primary/Tools/Parental-controls/
Please note: Although our school has heard good reports of these products, we have not tested them all and we do not provide technical support or manage protection for parents. The software should give you all the tools you need and the web sites provide helpful advice and support. 


