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‘Queen Elizabeth 1is one of England's st famous monarchs.
‘She was the lastof the five monarchs in the House of Tudor.
Early Life

Elizabeth was born a Gresnwich Palace in London in 1533
‘She was the daughter of King Henry VII and his second
wife, Anne Boleyn. Henry had been desperate for o

<on to be king afte him and was disappointed when

Anne had a daughter. In 1536, Anne was arrested

for treason and was beheaded

After her mather's execution, Elizabeth was removed from the lne o successon.
Despite this, she was well ducated and by the end of her education in 1550,
Elizabeth was said to be fluen in Latin, talian, Welsh, Irsh and many other
languages. Elizabeth was also raised as a Protestant in order to honour her
mthers fith.

fe as Princess
Towards the end of Henry VIITs lfe, Elzabeth and her
older sister, Mary, were restored o th Succession.
After her fother's death in 1547, Elizabeths brother,
Edward, became king and Elizabeth went o live with her
father's sisth wife, Catherine Parr, for @ while. Whil she
was there, rumours grew of @ relationship between the
princess and Catherine's new husband, Thomas Seymu,
(and she wassentback o lve ot th royal etate o Hatfield.

AfterEdword's death n 1553, Elzabeth's half-sster Mary
became queen. In 1554, a plt was discovred to eplace
the Catholic queen Mary with Elizabeth. The conspirators
were arrested and many were executed. Elzabeth, who
had denied any knowledge of the plt, was also arrsted

bt was relsased shortly aftr and h returned to Hatfield, where she remained

until her sister's death on 17° Novermber 1558,
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‘The Virgin Queen
After Marys death, Elzabeth was crowned Queen of England at
the age of 25. The people welcomed thei new queen, although
they were concerned about troubl with Catholcs,

Thraughont e rign lsbeth v eglerty sk o chacse
2 st to marry, though Elzabeth ot a mariage would

e hr posr o qusen 0 it had dons wher er iter

Wary had mrried hr husband, king Pl 11 of Span

Shecontinued o conider marriageformany years bt by

1570, her govermmens had et tht Eisaber would O

ot mary. S sh nevr maried o hd childre,Eizabeth s fen rfred
o0 The Virgin Queen

A Golden Age
Elizabeti's regn is said to have been the ‘Golden Age.
England grew wealthierand mor powerful i atime of peace
and William Shatespeare wrote hi famous plays mating the
country a cultural cente of Europe. England was alzo seen
s a rising power on the seas, with English silos such as Sir Francis Drake and
Sir Walter Rleigh exploring the New World

1twas notal happy times during Elizabeth' eign, however. In 1533, Kng Phillip
I of Spain ordered a fleet of 130 warships to invade England and restoe it to
the Catholic fith. This i known os the Spanish Armada. The ships were defeated
by the English fcet, which engaged the Spanish in batte in order 0 use up thir
‘ammunition and sent ships fllof unpovder into thei flet to explode. Afte this
‘and having being damaged by storms, the Spanish fleet retreated. They had lost
over half their ships and over 20,000 men. The victory over the Armada was seen
s God'sapproval for England being Protstant.

Later Life

s she grew older, Elzabeth was becoming mare conscious of her image ofter
catehing smallpox in 1562, eaving her half bald and her skin scared. She wore
wigs and heauy make-up in @ hope to appear more youthful. Elzabeth stayed
healthy until the autumn of 1602, when e fell sick and began to kesp more
o herself.

‘She died on 24 March 1603 at the age o 69. Aftr her death, King James VI of
Scotland was crowned King James 1 of England, uniting both counii
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Queen Elizabeth I - Questions

Where was Elzabeth born?

Fillinthe missing words.
Henryhadbeen —_____fora o be bing ofter him and was
when Anne had

ich monarch regned before Elzabeth?

en was lizabeth crowned queen? Tick ne.
O s
O 156

Why was Elzabeth arrested in 15547

ich ofthsepaopl wereexlorrsduring Eizabti'reign? Tick o
0 ity 1 of pain O Sir Weler eleigh
O i franci Orake O Thomes seymour

Why did Elzabeth choose not to marry? Uss evidence from the texttosupport your answer
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Queen Elzabeth 1 - Questions
5. The tet sy that people s England's victory over the Armada as God's approval for
England being Protestant. Why do you think they thoughs this?

9. Do you think Elizabeth was inteligent? Use evidence from thetext o support your answer:
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