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 AUT 2 SPR 2 SUM 2 

KS1 
Year A 

Unit: Local history - our school Unit: The Great Fire of London Unit: Local history - how has the use of Alnwick Castle 
Changed? 

1. How can we talk about things in the past? 
2. Our school 
3. What was our school like 30 years ago? 
4. What was our school like 60 years ago? 
5. What was it like in Alnwick 100 years ago? 
6. Was school life better for my parents compared to 

school for me now? 

1. What was London like in the past and the present? 
2. What was life like in the 17th Century? 
3. What were the events of the Great Fire? 
4. Why was the fire so extensive and why did it take so 

long to put out?  
5. How do we know what happened? 
6. What did the king do to make London better? 

1. What were the first castles like? 
2. What was life like inside a medieval castle? 
3. What were the parts of a castle? 
4. Who has used Alnwick Castle over the years and how has 

it been used? 
5. Who was the famous Harry Hotspur? 

KS1 
Year B 

Unit: How do our favourite toys and games compare with 
those from the 1960s? 

Unit: Local history - Grace Darling Unit: The Space Race 

1. Old Bear meets New Bear 
2. What toys did our parents and grandparents play with? 
3. Can we sort toys based on their characteristics? 
4. Continuity and change 
5. Chronology 
6. Toy Museum 

1. Who was Grace Darling? 
2. What was Grace Darling’s everyday life like? 
3. What did Grace Darling do to make her famous? 
4. How did Grace Darling become famous? 
5. Why do we remember Grace Darling? 
6. What can we learn from Grace Darling’s example? 

1. Why did Christopher Columbus sail across an unknown 
ocean? 

2. Why was Neil Armstrong’s ‘one small step’ also a ‘great 
leap’ forward? 

3. What was it like to be an astronaut? 
4. Why were animals sent into space? 
5. Are you the kind of person who could become a Mars 

explorer? 
 

LKS2 
Year A 

Unit: The Stone Age to Iron Age Unit: Ancient Egypt Unit: Local history - Castles in Northumberland 

1. What was life like 8,000 years ago? 
2. How did things change in 4,000 BC? 
3. How are our ideas about life in the Stone Age changing? 
4. What is Skara Brae?  
5. What was iron used for? 
6. What changed in people’s lives between the Stone Age 

and Iron Age? 

1. Where and when was Ancient Egypt? 
2. What was life like for ordinary Egyptians? 
3. Howard Carter and the discovery of the tomb of 

Tutankhamun 
4. What killed Tutankhamun? 
5. What happened to Tutankhamun after his death? 
6. Was the mummy’s curse real? 

1. What were the first castles like? 
2. How did castles change? 
3. Why did Chillingham Castle ‘crenellate’ in 1344? 
4. What is the history of Ford Castle? 
5. How do we know that Lindisfarne Castle is not actually a 

castle? 

LKS2 
Year B 

Unit: How did the Arrival of the Romans Change Britain? 
 

Unit: The Ancient Greeks Unit: Britain’s Settlement by the Anglo Saxons and Scots, 
and the Viking and Anglo Saxon Struggle for the Control of 
Britain 

1. What was life in pre-Roman Iron Age Britain like? 
2. Why did the Romans invade Britain? 
3. What kind of people could join the Roman Army? 
4. Local history: Why was Hadrian’s Wall Built? 
5. How do we know so much about the towns the Romans 

built in Britain? 
6. Who was Boudicca and why do we remember her? 

1. Who were the Ancient Greeks? 
2. Why were Athens and Sparta so different? 
3. What exactly was the story of The Trojan Horse? 
4. Is the story of the Trojan horse fact, legend or myth? 
5. What happened at the Olympic Games? 
6. How significant is the legacy of Ancient Greece today? 

1. Who were the Anglo Saxons and why didn’t they choose 
to live in the towns the Romans left behind? 

2. How did the lives of Anglo Saxons change after Ethelbert 
met Augustine? 

3. Local history: What was the “terror” that appeared in 
Britain on June 8th 793? 

4. Why is Alfred the only King or Queen of England to have 
‘the Great’ after their name? 

5. How did England become a unified country? 
6. Does the Bayeux Tapestry tell the full story? 



 

 

UKS2 
Year A 

Unit: Local history - The impact of mining on the North 
East 

Unit: The English Civil War Unit: Crime and Punishment 

1. What was the industrial revolution and why was it 
reliant on coal? 

2. When did the first mines open and how did their 
features change over time? 

3. What jobs did children do in the mines? 
4. What was the significance of the Felling Pit Disaster of 

1812? 
5. What is the cultural significance of the Durham Miners’ 

Gala? 
6. What impact did Margaret Thatcher have on the mining 

industry? 

1. What was life like in 17th Century England? 
2. Why was Charles I even more unpopular than his dad, 

James I? 
3. Who were the Cavaliers and the Roundheads? 
4. What were the important events of the Civil War? 
5. What happens when a king is put on trial? 
6. What was life like during the Commonwealth? 

1. What is meant by crime and punishment and what have 
been some of its main features over time? 

2. Over time, what have been some of the main changes to 
the types of crime committed? 

3. How and why have punishments changed over time? 
4. How have crimes been investigated over time? 
5. How have our views about crime changed over time? 
6. Over time, which have been the main types of crime 

that have been the most worrying? 

UKS2 
Year B 

Unit: The Mayan civilization Unit: Local history - Shipbuilding Unit: Battle of Britain 

1. Where and when did the Mayans live? 
2. What was Mayan writing like? 
3. How did the Maya tell the time? 
4. What numbers did the Maya use in maths? 
5. Did the Maya play football like us? 
6. How do we know about the Maya? 

1. Where are ships built and what sort of jobs are there in 
a shipyard? 

2. Where was the RMS Mauretania built and why is she 
famous? 

3. What were the three stages of shipbuilding in the North 
East? 

4. What was the impact of the closure of the shipyards in 
the 1980s? 

5. Is there a dominant industry in the North East today? 

1. Who was at war during 1939 - 1945? 
2. How serious was the risk of invasion by Nazi Germany in 

June 1940? 
3. What did Hitler need to achieve if an invasion was going 

to succeed? 
4. Why did Britain win the Battle of Britain? 
5. What was the immediate impact of Hitler’s change of 

tactics on 7th September 1940? 
6. What was the long-term effect of Britain’s defeat of the 

Luftwaffe on the rest of the war against Nazi Germany? 

 


