
   
 

5th June 2026 

Headteacher’s update 

Dear parents and carers,  
June is Pride month and this morning in assembly, we spent some time thinking about why Pride is 
important. The children are very familiar with protected characteristics and how it can feel when 
someone is discriminated against. Just before the holiday, we found out about Rosa Parks standing 
up against the discrimination that she faced because of the colour of her skin. Today, we have learnt 
that in the past, and even sometimes today, many people face discrimination for who they love. We 
agree that this is just not fair. We’re glad that in our school community, all our families have things in 
common and things that make them unique. Everyone is equal and everyone is welcome.  
Here is our assembly reflection that meant a lot to us: 
 

      
We’ll continue to talk about and reflect upon the 
courage that some people have shown in standing up 
against discrimination for who they love over the next 
few weeks.   
We also know that Pride relates to our British Values. 
Thank goodness we have an Equality Act which means 
that the rule of law protects people from discrimination. 
Our British Values also give great importance to 
individual liberty: we are free to love who we wish.  

 
Let’s take a look at what’s on next week: 

●​ Our Y1 children will be taking their Phonics Check through the week 
●​ Our Y4 children will be taking their Multiplication Check through the week 
●​ NUF and cricket clubs continue 
●​ Oak Class family lunch is on Wednesday, please book your places by Monday at 3pm and 

come and join us for a roast at 11.45 
●​ Our Community Policing Team will join UKS2 on Thursday afternoon for a workshop on 

respectful behaviour in our community 
●​ We will be joined on Friday by Jo Marsh, lead flautist from Philharmonic Orchestra for a 

special performance 
Best wishes,  
Mrs Grimes 

 



   
 

    This week’s Picture News… 

        
 

                                                                        
Our Stars of the Week 

Let’s give a big round of applause to our Stars of the Week:  
Evie Pattinson, Ivy Robson, Sol McLean, Hallie Dennis, Freddie Tutleman, 

Emily Wilson 
 Well done, we are very proud of you  

 
 
 
 

 



   
 

Catching Up on News from Our Year 6 Residential 
On Wednesday 20th May, Year 6 headed off on their awesome outdoor adventure camping near 
Barnard Castle. Once we arrived, we had our lunch, then we were told our tent groups. The names of 
the girls' tents were the best:  
Eagles, Otters, Stags and Bears. The boys’ tents were: Wolves, Foxes and Rats!  
 
During our time away we did five different types of activities, they included: abseiling, 
paddleboarding, orienteering, crate stacking and archery. They were so much fun and we made so 
many great memories! 
 
After our three days away combined with two nights in our tents, it was a quiet bus journey home… It 
was wonderful to see our families waiting in the hall for us. 
 
Have a look at our photo gallery on the school website to see all of the exciting things that we got up 
to: 
https://www.swansfield.northumberland.sch.uk/parents-and-carers/extra-curriculum-clubs/residentia
l-trips/outdoor-wilderness-year-6/outdoor-wilderness-photo-gallery/outdoor-wilderness-may-26  
 
Written by Georgia and Ella-Rose 

 
I found the crate stacking activity really exciting because I managed 
to climb up 5 and a half crates without falling off the tower. I was so 
impressed that Millie managed to climb up 9 and half crates! 
By Danielle 
 
The campfire songs at night were really fun. When we sang ‘I’m 
being eaten by a Boa Constrictor’, I couldn’t help but say ‘Boom 
Chica Boom’ instead and I ended up singing the wrong words. 
By Felicity 
 
I thought archery was so fun, especially when we got bags of 
haribos if we hit them with our arrows!​
By Una 
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Learning highlights from around our classrooms this week… 
Our fabulous Cherries have been loving their new garden area which was landscaped by 
the fabulous JY Gardening Services during the half term holiday. We’re a bit sad the 
weather hasn’t been better to enjoy it fully this week, but between showers, there has been 
some great learning and play! 

   
Close-by in Apple Class, we have enjoyed being beside the seaside this week!​
We have shared our experiences of our times at the beach, discussed the things we like to 
do on a fun trip there and enjoyed exploring our tuff tray beach scene, learning words such 
as ‘seaweed’ and ‘limpet shells’. We have been learning about ‘postcards’ and have had a go 
at mark making and drawing a postcard of our own, sharing our ideas of what we might do 
at the beach. We have loved singing our song of the week ‘Sun, ice creams, sandy toes’ to 
the tune of ‘head, shoulders, knees and toes’ too! Our story of the week this week is ‘Sally 
and the Limpet’ and we have been working on our comprehension skills, answering lots of 
questions that the story poses and we are realising the importance of looking after nature. 
Oh we do like to be beside the seaside! 

 



   
 

  
 
In Ash, Oak and Beech Classes, we had some special visitors this week after a loud 
whirring noise was heard over  Swansfield.  We all took a look  outside to discover UFOs had 
crash landed in our school grounds! To our surprise we also found some aliens nervously 
hiding in the bushes.  We have welcomed them into our classes (even reading them some 
jokes) as we begin to enjoy our new English text Beegu by Alexis Deecon… 

   
 
 

 



   
 

       
 
This week in the Hop In, children have been exploring herbs found all 
around the grounds of our school.  We have used them in water play, 
frozen them, matched the herbs to the pictures and even used some to 
paint with! 
 
 
 

    
 

 



   
 

In Willow Class, in our STEM challenge lesson for our new DT unit this week, we enjoyed 
finding different ways to make model catapults using lolly sticks, elastic bands, a milk bottle 
top and some Blu Tack. The children showed determination, teamwork and creativity to 
plan and make their catapults. We had a competition at the end of the lesson to see who 
could launch a piece of scrunched-up newspaper into a bucket. As the only one who 
managed it, Zach was our winner! 

   

    

 

 



   
 

Over in Chestnut Class, Mrs Hammond had to take cover as the catapults swung into 
action after the children worked so enthusiastically to make their devices in their STEM DT 
session. 

   

   

   

 



   
 

In Sycamore and Larch, we absolutely loved our first cricket session with Tom and Lucy this 
week! We had a blast working on our batting, throwing, and catching skills. Although our 
individual performances were important, communication and team work were the key to 
our success when playing our games. 

  

 
 

 
Also in Sycamore Class, as part of their 
STEM challenge, they loved making board 
games this week. We spent some time 
today playing each other's games and giving 
pointers for improvements that could be 
made to rules/instructions. Great fun!   
 
  

 



   
 

   

   
 
And finally, in Rowan Class, we have been using our sketch 
books to think about how we would design our very own sets 
and annotating them so we know what materials we need to 
bring our ideas to life.  
 
 

 
  

There will be lots of news and photos from Ford Castle in next week’s Flyer for 
everyone to enjoy. 
  
                                               

 



   
 

Advance Notice 
We have now set our Teacher Training days 2026-27: 
 Tuesday 1 September 2026 
 Friday 23 October 2026 
 Monday 2 November 2026 
 Monday 22 February 2027 
 Monday 28 June 2027  
Please note that there are training days either side of the October half term holiday. It is 
hoped that this supports families to take advantage of off-peak travel prices, avoiding term 
time holidays.  

         
 
We look forward to our annual summer fair later in the 
term. Please keep the date clear so that you can come 
along and support us.  
 
In preparation for the Fair, we will have a non-uniform 
day on Friday 19th June in exchange for a donation  - 
items for the bottle stall or tombola will be particularly 
appreciated! 
 
There will be all the usual stalls and our wonderful Art 
Leads, Mrs Smith and Mrs Fletcher are planning a whole 
school Art Exhibition for everyone to enjoy.  
 
Thanks to the brilliant FOSP who are already hard at 
work planning a great afternoon for us all to enjoy.  
If you’d like to get involved, let us know at the school 
office or contact the friends on 

friendsofswansfield@gmail.com 
Thanks! 
 

 

mailto:friendsofswansfield@gmail.com


   
 

For those who care for a child with a disability or additional need 

As part of Carers Week 2026 (8th–14th June), Northumberland Parent Carer Forum is running a 
series of wellbeing events for parent carers across Northumberland, linked to this year’s theme: 
Building Carer Friendly Communities. 

 No diagnosis is required – these sessions are open to any parent carer supporting a child or 
young person with additional needs or disabilities. 

The sessions are designed to give parent / carers an opportunity to: 

 Take some time for themselves 

 Meet other parent carers 

 Share experiences and feel less isolated 

 Build connections and support wellbeing 

     

 



   
 

 
We’re very excited to invite all our children to our World Cup Themed Lunch! The new 
menu will be available to order on the app at the end of next week! 
 

 



   
 

Quick Reminders about uniform 
 

●​ Please remember that hair colour should be natural 
●​ Please remember that school shoes should be leather look 
●​ Please remember that on PE days, children can wear purple shorts or black joggers, 

shorts or leggings. Please note that these should not be patterned or have visible 
logos.  

 
Attendance 
We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our school starts at 
8.35am for KS2 children with classroom doors opening at 8.30am and 8.45am for Early Years and KS1 
with classroom doors opening at 8.35am. Anyone arriving after these times should enter school via 
the office and will be marked as late. 
Our attendance has dipped again this week at 93.2%. There are a significant number of 
children taking holidays within term time at present and this is having a significant 
impact upon attendance and upon children’s curriculum and learning. Please support 
us by keeping children in school during the summer term. A breakdown of attendance for 
this week is summarised below: 

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Reception  90.1% 91.4% 

Year 1  97.7% 94.4% 

Year 2  88.4% 95.1% 

Year 3  94.7% 94.6% 

Year 4  99.7.% 96% 

Year 5  93.4% 92.1% 

Year 6  90% 94.1% 

 
Well done to Y4 who take the top againspot this week! 

 



   
 

 
Dates for your Diary 

Date Event 

8th - 12th June Year 1 Phonic Check 
Year 4 Multiplication Check 

Wednesday 10th June Oak Family Lunch 

Thursday 18th June Pear Class Assembly 

Thursday 18th June Class photos  

Friday 19th June Non Uniform day - donation to Summer 
Fair - new date 

24th June Year 5 Watersports Day 

26th June FOSP Summer Fair 

1st July Roll-Up Day 

3rd July 09.45 LKS2 Sports Day 
13.30 UKS2 Sports Day 

10th July  Reception and KS1 Sports Day  
13.30 

15th July Leavers Lunch 

17th July Leavers and Achievers Assembly 
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