Swansfield Park Primary School

Friday Flyer

26th June 2026
Headteacher’s update

Dear parents and carers,

| started with thanks to staff in last week’s Flyer and this week | would like to extend thanks to our
brilliant school community.

Firstly, thanks to everyone who came to support our summer fair last Friday - it was a super
afternoon and I'm delighted to say that we raised a magnificent total of just over £1600. This was a
great collective effort but my special thanks go to the FOSP committee for all their hard work.

Secondly, thanks to all our families who have supported our KS2 sports days today. Your cheering
and friendly encouragement helped to make both events thoroughly enjoyable for the children.
There'll be a full round up next week.

Let's see what's happening at Swansfield next week:

e Sports clubs continue with NUF and with Tom Vickers for cricket

e Teacher led clubs continue on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school

e It's Rock Steady end of term concerts on Monday, please see Rock steady communication for
the time of your child's performance

e It's Apple Class sports days on Monday and Tuesday next week, please refer to
communication sent about the time of your child’s session
Our first group of Y3s head to Clarty Commandos on Wednesday
KS1 children head to the Playhouse on Thursday

e |t's Reception and KS1 sports day on Friday - please come to the Park Gate, the sports will
begin at 13.30

Next week we're launching our final 10 day attendance challenge! You can find more details later in
the Flyer but there's the chance of a voucher to be won for all children attending for the full final 10

days.

Best wishes,
Mrs Grimes
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This week’s Picture

News
W r

S

Let’s look at this week's story I

Scientists are monitoring a climate trend called EL Nifo,
which begins in the Pacific Ocean and can affect weather in
Wi ] different parts of the world. It can bring heavy rain and
Howmach shomd th€ey 4 : S| flooding to some countries, while others may experience
:'::i::;{':;:;‘““‘““ e B - very hot, dry weather. Experts are helping communities

: - ' understand what might happen in their area so they can be
ready, if needed.

o

Our Stars of the Week
Jaxson Allcorn, Oliver Kenny, Hallie Francis, Dylan Rowberry, Darcie Walker,
Ayla-Grace West, Casey Smith, Hannah Wilson, Eli Purvis, Carlisle de Villiers,
Oscar Knight, Alice Rekun, Wilfred Patten and Daisy Mallaburn
Let's give a big round of applause to our Stars of the Week:
Well done, we are very proud of you

In Rock Steady news, we'll be bidding farewell to Band Leader Andy at the

RUCK end of this term. Andy has been such an inspirational teacher to all of our
STEADY bands and we are very sorry to see him go. We'll have a new teacher joining
us in September, more details will follow. Thank you for everything you've

done at Swansfield Park, Andy!
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Swansfield Park Art Exhibition 2026

2 Children across school had a lovely start to the week looking around
their art exhibition that was kept on display in the hall after the
summer fair. Children in KS1 were especially excited to view the
plasticine models of Roald Dahl characters made in LKS2 and to
learn that they will have the opportunity to do this as they move
further up the school. Many children discussed with each other

_ ~ their favourite works of art.
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Water Safety with RNLI

S RENEMBER U

We had a VIP in school last Friday - Mrs Smith came to
see us as part of her work with the RNLI to tell us all
about keeping safe in open water. Along with her
assistant, Ollie, we learnt that we need to Stop and
Think, Stay Together, Float and Call 999 or 112.

We looked at a range of hazards at the beach and found
out how to have a fun but safe time.

It was great to see Mrs Smith and we all agreed that the
RNLI do a really courageous job to keep us all safe!

yor
ME A
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Summer Reading Challenge

KS1 and KS2 welcomed Katie from
Northumberland library to talk to us about the
Summer Reading Challenge 2026. She started by
sharing some of her favourite books and also what
types of books are available at Alnwick Library.
Katie then told us about the Summer Reading
challenge and challenged children and staff to
take part this summer. We would love to see as
many children as possible participating in this
special event! Please check out the website for
more information.

www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk

YOUR TICKET T0..

Baading Chall

Join FREE at your
library and earn
rewards for reading!

Enrichment - Y6 NUF Multi-Skills Transition Event

During what has been an exciting week of transition
activities for many of us at Swansfield, our Year 6 children
have also had a fabulous time making new friends and
participating in a variety of different sports as part of the
NUF Multi-Skills transition event. Not only did they have the
opportunity to take part in activities such as dodge ball,
golf, cricket and football, they also worked so well in mixed
teams with Year 6 children from other schools. Well done!
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Welcome to Mrs Wellsman!

Mrs Wellsman joined us on Wednesday for Roll-Up day. Sycamore Class very much enjoyed
meeting their new teacher but we thought that you'd all like to meet Mrs Wellsman. | know
that she'll be warmly welcomed by our school community in September.

All about me...

Mrs Wellsman

I will be your new class teacher in
September and | am looking forward to
getting to know you all better. Here are

some things about me...

I have been a teacher in Nottingham for over 12

years. Last year, | taught Year 6 and was a Year 5

and 6 Phase Leader. Before that, | taught Year 3
and 4 and was a Year 3 and 4 Phase Leader.

| love walkin%:
e

especially on t

|
beachandinthe |
eci:}(uné::?y 5;:11&:. e | — I have recently started
|

canoeing...here | am down
the River Trent!

| love gardening, here
is my garden. It needs

R My favourite subject is

History. | love to visit old
properties and places to learn

. lEi',
- |
3 | o
o

PELE
TRUST




Swansfield Park Primary School

Friday Flyer

Let’s take a closer look at Science across school...

In Apple class this week we have been continuing to think
about the world around us. We thoroughly enjoyed exploring
materials and objects from the beach using the sense of touch!
We took part in a sensory walk, venturing barefoot through
driftwood, seaweed, rocks, wet sand, dry sand, dune grass and
water. We discussed how each object felt and whether we liked
the sensation or not! We used the sense of sight to explore shells
and found that there were lots of pretty patterns on them when
we looked through the magnifying glass to see them close up.
At forest school we made some fantastic sea creatures after
continuing to think about sea creatures around the world.

This week, Pear and Plum classes became
marine biologists and designers! Using junk
modelling materials, the children built fantastic
seaside habitats to create their very own
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rockpools. As they crafted, we explored coastal features like the rugged cliff and shifting
sand dunes, while learning about the amazing creatures—Ilike clingy barnacles—that
survive in these environments. Aren't they fabulous!
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Over in Ash and Oak, in our science work we continued to think about materials and their
properties. We have previously tested materials, found which materials are the most
absorbent, waterproof and looked at differences and similarities between them. Year 2
children have explored materials further by seeing which materials are stretchy, bendy, rigid
and flexible. This week we all focused on Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. You can ask us which
materials we can recycle and re use.

- ] —
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In Chestnut class we too have been learning about states of matter. We started by dividing
substances into whether they were solids, liquids or non-Newtonian fluids (these are liquids
that change their viscosity depending on how much force is applied, such as ketchup - it is
thick inside the bottle but flows easily when shaken or squeezed). Then we launched an
investigation into gases to discover just how much Carbon Dioxide is in a 2L bottle of
lemonade. We weighed the bottle before we started, then shook the bottle (gently!) to
release the gas from the liquid and opened the cap. After letting the fizz escape for a few
minutes we weighed the bottle again to see what the difference in weight was; this was the
amount of Carbon Dioxide that had been in the lemonade to make it fizzy. Unfortunately,
we didn't get to drink any of it!

In Willow, we have started our new topic all about rocks and
fossils investigating the ground we walk on. We have been
busy identifying different types of rocks using the extensive
collection of rock samples we have in school. We have
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introduced some new vocabulary: igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic, and thought
about the difference between natural rocks and human-made rocks.

Continuing our States of Matter unit, Maple Class have been learning about the process of
condensation. We set up this experiment where we observed steam rising from hot water,
hitting the cold, cling film surface (which had ice cubes on top), condensation forming as
water droplets then returning to the dish.

Label the diagram and write an explanation about
what happens in the experiment,

—

-

In Larch and Rowan classes, we have been
exploring the ‘Human Life Cycle' in our science
lessons this half term. We have found out that,
although everyone goes through the same stages
of the human life cycle in the same order, the age
at which each stage begins may differ. This week,
we worked as scientists and mathematicians to
v explore how babies develop and grow, plotting
e their average heights on our bar charts and line
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Reception and KS1 Sports Day

Let's take a look at the finalists for next week’s sprint events:

Reception Girls - Thaniga Prasath, Charlotte Graywright, Ruby Conroy, Ella Purvis, Arielle
Heathcote and Phoenix Dundas

Reception Boys: Jai Potts, James Rose, Monty Hughes, Harry Short, Ellis Ashley, William
Todd

Y1 Girls: Ayla-Grace West, Everly Blair, Esme Howd, Helena Schmidberger, Florence Jones,
Darcy Walker

Y1 Boys: Sid Raine, Alex Polinski, James Green, Theo Brown, Mattia Peruzzo, George Bell
Y2 girls: Marvella Gunstone, Louise Harris, Isabella Inglis, Jessica Shiells, Kenya Coates, Esme
Johnson

Y2 Boys: Isaac NcNeil, Eli Puris, Haigan Potter, Frankie Mowbray, Quinn Miller, Henry Frost

Advance Notice

We have now set our Teacher Training days 2026-27:

Tuesday 1 September 2026

Friday 23 October 2026

Monday 2 November 2026

Monday 22 February 2027

Monday 28 June 2027

Please note that there are training days either side of the October half term holiday. It is
hoped that this supports families to take advantage of off-peak travel prices, avoiding term
time holidays.
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Quick Reminders about uniform

e Please remember that hair colour should be natural
Please remember that school shoes should be leather look
Please remember that on PE days, children can wear purple shorts or black joggers,
shorts or leggings. Please note that these should not be patterned or have visible

logos.

Please continue to remind your children
about the importance of safe and responsible
behaviour in the park after school. The park is
there for everyone to enjoy.
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Hello everyone.

Rachael, Jess and Kirsty will be stepping down
from The Friends of Swansfield Park committee
at the end of this school year after several years
of working extremely hard to organise and run
too many events and raffles to count!

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

We are really grateful for all they have done o
and all the money they have helped to raise. P
We hope they'll enjoy having a little less to do

as they enter their last year as mums at Swansfield!

"~ THIS DOES MEAN THERE WILL BE

A FEW SPACES <

ON THE COMMITTEE COME SEPTEMBER.

If anyone is interested ’ * = ‘;

or would like to know Tugether we
more, please feel free to

drop us a message to can I'I'I&kﬂ a

find out more. difference v

B Friendsefswansfield@gmall com

THANK YOU FROM e
|

KATIE, KATE, CHLOE, MALU, LAURA AND SAM ~ 2%

'T
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ATTENDANCE
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Attendance

We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our school starts at
8.35am for KS2 children with classroom doors opening at 8.30am and 8.45am for Early Years and KSI
with classroom doors opening at 8.35am. Anyone arriving after these times should enter school via
the office and will be marked as late.

Our attendance has risen slightly this week to 93.4%. Our whole school attendance for
the year is currently . With everyone’s combined efforts we can raise this above
94% by the end of term. Please support us by keeping children in school during the
summer term. A breakdown of attendance for this week is summarised below:

Weekly attendance Annual attendance

Reception 91.5%
Year 1 97.7% 94.5%
Year 2 87.9 94.9.%
Year 3 95.3% 96.6%
Year 4 95.2%
Year 5 92.%

Year 6 87.2% 93.8%
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Dates for your Diary

Date Event
10th July Reception and KS1 Sports Day
13.30
15th July Leavers Lunch
17th July Leavers and Achievers Assembly
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